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BEFORE THE MONGOLS: PASTORALISTS IN HISTORY

Å1. Mounted warriors make nomadic empires possible

Å2. Xiongnu (in Mongolian steppes north of China)

Åa. formed an early important confederacy

Åb. from Manchuria to central Asia

Åc. 3 rd to 2 nd centuries BCE

Å3. ruler Modun (r.210 ð174 BCE)

Åa. revolutionized nomadic life

Åb. created a more centralized, hierarchical political system

Åc. a divinely sanctioned ruler

Åd. distinction between òjunioró and òsenioró clans becomes more 

important

Åe. extracted tribute from both China and other nomads

Å4. Xiongnu Empire = a model copied by Turkic and 

Mongol empires


